
David’s Victories - 2 Samuel 8:1-18 
 

Topics:  Administration, Achievements, Advice, Authority, Death, Dedication, Enemies, Government, Help, Justice, Life-
style, Possessions, Power, Reputation, Righteousness, Submission, Victory, Wealth 

Open It 
* 1. Why do successful people tend to forget about those who helped them reach success? 

2. What are some instances of governmental success or failure with regard to issues of justice? 

Explore It 
3. How did David fare in his battles with Israel’s traditional enemies, the Philistines? (8:1) 
4. How did David ensure the fear and subjection of the Moabites? (8:2) 
5. From what king did David capture soldiers, horses, and chariots? (8:3-4) 

* 6. What unusual step did David take when he captured a thousand chariot horses? (8:4) 
7. What was the result of David’s encounter with the Arameans? (8:5-6) 

* 8. What valuable plunder did David take from Hadadezer? (8:7-8) 
9. From what king did David receive gifts because of his victory over a common enemy? (8:9-10) 

* 10. What did David do with the valuable articles and precious metals he captured in his campaigns? 
(8:11-12) 

11. What spectacular victory spread David’s fame even farther than it already had? (8:13) 
12. How did David reinforce his sovereignty in Edom? (8:14) 
13. What qualities characterized David’s reign over the united Israel? (8:15) 

Get It 
* 14. Which of David’s activities as a conquering ruler were unusual or unexpected? 

15. What strategies assured David of expanded territory and continual income? 
16. Why was David so successful? 
17. Why did David dedicate the most valuable plunder he got through warfare? 
18. What incentive is there for powerful rulers to be just? 

* 19. What dangers are inherent in sudden, overwhelming success? 
20. What are some of the ways that one powerful ruler can acknowledge another? 

Apply It 
* 21. What could you do to dedicate the fruits of your successes to the Lord? 

22. In your positions of leadership (whether formal or informal), what can you do to ensure that you 
are just and right toward the people God has entrusted to you? 

 


