
Joab Murders Abner - 2 Samuel 3:22-39 
 

Topics:  Accountability, Advice, Authority, Commitment, Conscience, Death, Deceit, Emotions, Evil, Family, Heroes, 
Intentions, Judgment, Mourning, Murder, Popularity, Revenge, Sincerity, Sovereignty, Stubbornness, Vows 

Open It 
* 1. How do you go about judging the sincerity of another person? 

2. What seems appealing about the idea of getting revenge? 

Explore It 
3. Where was Joab while David was meeting with Abner? (3:22) 
4. What did Joab learn when he returned to David’s camp at Hebron? (3:23) 
5. What did Joab think of David’s decision to negotiate a truce with Abner? (3:24-25) 
6. How did Joab choose to interpret Abner’s desire to meet with David? (3:25) 
7. What action did Joab take without David’s knowledge? (3:26) 
8. How did Joab set up an opportunity to murder Abner? (3:27) 
9. Why did Joab murder Abner? (3:27) 

* 10. How did David react to the news of Abner’s death? (3:28) 
11. What judgment did David pronounce on Joab for his violent act? (3:29) 
12. What did David force Joab and his men to do? (3:31) 
13. What feelings did David evidence when Abner was buried? (3:32) 
14. What attitude did David convey toward Abner’s death in the lament he composed? (3:33-34) 

* 15. How did the people of Judah who followed David react to Abner’s death? (3:34) 
16. What vow did David make out of respect for Abner? (3:35) 

* 17. Why did most of the people approve of David’s reaction to Abner’s death? (3:36-37) 
18. How did David eulogize Abner? (3:38) 
19. What was David’s attitude toward Joab and Abishai? (3:39) 

Get It 
20. Why was Joab disappointed that Abner was already gone by the time he returned to Hebron? 
21. Why was it to Joab’s advantage to have the king mistrust Abner? 

* 22. Why were the people watching to see if David’s grief over Abner was sincere? 
23. What did David mean when he said, “these sons of Zeruiah are too strong for me”? 
24. Why didn’t David punish Joab and Abishai for the murder of Abner? 
25. Why isn’t a leader always able to bring off diplomacy according to his own vision? 
26. In what situations is it important to demonstrate sincerity before speaking? 

* 27. What behaviors on your part could convince others of your sincerity better than words? 
28. To whom do you need to prove your sincerity? 

Apply It 
* 29. What can you do this week to prove your sincerity to someone who needs to be convinced? 

30. What current grievance against another person would you do well to leave to God’s judgment? 
 


