
Famine in Besieged Samaria - 2 Kings 6:24-7:2 
 

Topics:  Abundance, Bitterness, Death, Doubt, Fairness, Frustration, Help, Hopelessness, Justice, Murder, Promises, 
Prophecy, Repentance, Serving, Suffering, Swearing, Waiting, War 

Open It 
* 1. What are some of your strongest associations with the words famine and starvation? 

2. Do you believe that hardship brings out the best or the worst in people, and why? 

Explore It 
3. What was the size and origins of the army besieging Samaria? (6:24) 

* 4. What were the living conditions and prices of goods for the people trapped inside the city of 
Samaria? (6:25) 

5. Who called out to the king of Israel as he was walking along the wall? (6:26) 
* 6. How did the king express his sense of helplessness in the current conditions? (6:27) 

7. What awful grievance did the woman detail for the king? (6:28-29) 
8. What was the king’s reaction to the woman’s story? (6:30) 
9. What action symbolic of mourning and repentance did the people see the king had already taken? 

(6:30) 
* 10. Whom did the king of Israel hold accountable for the suffering in Israel? (6:31) 

11. What did Elisha predict to the elders assembled with him before it ever occurred? (6:32) 
12. What was the king of Israel ready to do in his desperation? (6:33) 
13. What did Elisha prophesy about the suffering in Samaria? (7:1) 
14. How did Elisha use the values of foodstuffs to illustrate the promised abundance from God? (7:1) 
15. Who heard Elisha’s prophecy and found it incredible? (7:2) 
16. What did Elisha predict would happen to the doubter? (7:2) 

Get It 
17. What sorts of things were the people of the besieged city reduced to eating? 
18. What kind of help did the woman expect from the king? 
19. Why do you think people will do things under extreme hardship that they would consider 

unthinkable otherwise? 
* 20. What was good and bad about the king’s reactions to the hardships of his subjects? 

21. Are you like or unlike the man who doubted that even God could totally reverse a desperate 
situation in twenty-four hours? 

* 22. Why is it tempting to blame others when we are suffering? 

Apply It 
23. What practical investment can you make this week in increasing your stamina for waiting for 

God? 
* 24. Next time you find yourself waiting anxiously for some trial to end, how can you avoid blaming 

another person? 
 


