
An Axhead Floats - 2 Kings 6:1-7 
 

Topics:  Accountability, Despair, Fear, Goals, Help, Miracles, Needs, Plans, Questions 

Open It 
* 1. When have you felt the sinking feeling that comes with losing or damaging someone else’s 

property? 
2. What do you think you would enjoy or loathe about being involved in a church building project? 
3. Why is the presence and attention of the leader such an encouragement to the people working 

under him or her? 

Explore It 
* 4. Why did the prophets want to build a new community living and meeting space? (6:1-2) 

5. What hesitations, if any, did Elisha have about the proposed building project? (6:2) 
* 6. What did the prophets want from Elisha? (6:3) 

7. What building material was chosen by the prophets? (6:4) 
8. What accident befell one of the workers? (6:5) 
9. Why was the worker especially distressed about the loss of an axhead? (6:5) 
10. From what material was the axhead made that was used to cut down trees? (6:5) 

* 11. To whom did the younger prophet turn when he found himself in a predicament? (6:5) 
12. What question did Elisha ask the prophet who had lost the axhead? (6:6) 
13. What strange action did Elisha take at the place where the axhead dropped? (6:6) 
14. What miraculous occurrence followed when Elisha threw the stick in the river? (6:6) 
15. What command did Elisha issue when the axhead floated up? (6:7) 
16. How did the potentially disastrous incident of the lost axhead end? (6:7) 

Get It 
17. In your opinion to what extent were the setbacks in the building project a result of someone’s 

disobedience? 
18. What was a common practice of groups of “prophets” in Elisha’s day? 
19. Why did the prophets who followed Elisha need more room? 
20. What did the prophets want from Elisha besides his “go-ahead.” 

* 21. What is good or bad about having your immediate boss oversee your work? 
22. What is the most responsible way to handle the situation if you lose or damage someone else’s 

property? 
* 23. How was Elisha’s presence important to the miracle of the axhead floating? 

24. Why is faith the believer’s most important tool when beginning a project? 

Apply It 
* 25. What project of concern to you could benefit from the presence of an older and wiser member? 

How? 
26. What borrowed item do you need to return to its owner in good condition this week? 

 


