
The Fall of Jerusalem - 2 Kings 24:18-25:30 
 

Topics:  Alone, Death, Escape, Evil, Fear, Honor, Kindness, Punishment, Rebellion, Running, Serving, Suffering, Wealth 

Open It 
* 1. What is painful about watching people who refuse to learn from their mistakes? 

2. Why is the punishment for a second or third infraction of the law usually more severe than for the 
first? 

Explore It 
3. How long did Zedekiah (the king installed by Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon) rule in Jerusalem? 

(24:18) 
* 4. How was Zedekiah like so many of the earlier kings of Judah? (24:19) 
* 5. What was the final result of God’s anger, which the people had provoked for so long? (24:20) 
* 6. What happened in the ninth year of Zedekiah’s reign? Why? (25:1-7) 

7. How long did Nebuchadnezzar lay siege to Jerusalem? (25:2) 
8. What did the army attempt when there was no food left in the city? (25:3-4) 
9. What happened to Zedekiah and his army? (25:5-6) 
10. How did the Babylonians punish Zedekiah for his rebellion? (25:6-7) 
11. Whom did the king of Babylon send back to Jerusalem to deal with the rebels? (25:8) 
12. What became of the landmarks of Jerusalem when the Babylonians invaded? (25:9-10) 
13. What did the commander of the guard do with most of the people in the city? (25:11-12) 
14. What items of religious and monetary value were broken up and taken by the Babylonians? 

(25:13-17) 
15. What became of the leaders of the city who remained after Zedekiah and the army had fled? 

(25:18-21) 
16. With most of the people in captivity, who was appointed to rule over Jerusalem? (25:22) 
17. How did Gedaliah advise the men who remained in the land? (25:23-24) 
18. What happened to Gedaliah and the people loyal to him? (25:25) 
19. Why did the few remaining people in Judah flee to Egypt? (25:26) 
20. How did the fortunes of Jehoiachin (the first king of Judah deported to Babylon) change after 

thirty-seven years? (25:27-30) 

Get It 
21. How would you summarize the last years of the kingdom of Judah? 

* 22. How did God use the motives of evil men to fulfill His Word and drive the people of Judah from 
His presence? 

23. Why did the king who surrendered peacefully fare better than those who rebelled against 
Babylon? 

24. What evidence is there that God remembered His people while they were in Babylon? 
25. When Judah went into captivity, what chapter in their history were they revisiting? 
26. What gift that God had originally given to His people did He take away because of His anger? 
27. Which of the awful events of the last years of the kingdom do you think were most traumatic for 

the Jews? 
* 28. Why is it instructive for us to know that we serve a God who has limits to how much evil He will 

tolerate? 

Apply It 
29. For what contemporary crisis can you pray, confident that God can use even evil people to 

accomplish His purposes? 



* 30. For what great gift from God (which you might otherwise take for granted) do you want to thank 
and praise God today? 

 
 


