
Athaliah and Joash - 2 Kings 11:1-21 
 

Topics:  Armor, Children, Covenant, Death, Hiding, Idolatry, Instructions, Joy, Murder, People, Plans, Protection, Purity, 
Quiet, Rebellion, Swearing, Timing, Vows 

Open It 
1. What are the pros and cons of religious officials becoming involved in government affairs? 
2. When do you most long for “peace and quiet”? 

* 3. How would you finish the sentence “A grandmother is . . .”? 

Explore It 
* 4. How did the king of Judah’s mother show herself to be ruthless? (11:1) 
* 5. How was one of Ahaziah’s sons saved from the massacre? (11:2) 
* 6. Where was the child prince kept safe while Athaliah ruled? (11:3) 

7. How long did Athaliah rule unchallenged? (11:4) 
8. What leaders of Judah were called together by Jehoiada the priest? (11:4) 
9. What did Jehoiada require of everyone before he revealed the existence of a legitimate heir? 

(11:4) 
10. What natural routine did Jehoiada alter slightly in order to give the young king the maximum 

protection? (11:5-7) 
11. What were the guards instructed to do if anyone tried to approach Joash? (11:8) 
12. How did Jehoiada arm the troops that would guard the young king? (11:10) 
13. When the guards were in place, what did Jehoiada do in the presence of the assembled people of 

Judah? (11:12) 
14. How did Athaliah find out that something unusual was happening? (11:13) 
15. What did Athaliah see taking place in the temple? (11:14) 
16. What was Athaliah’s reaction to the plan Jehoiada was carrying out? (11:14) 
17. Why were the commanders careful to seize and kill Athaliah before she reached the temple? 

(11:15-16) 
18. What two covenants did Jehoiada institute? (11:17) 
19. How did the people respond to the restoration of the rightful king and the covenant with God? 

(11:18) 
20. What was the mood in Jerusalem when the new king was taken up to the throne? (11:20) 

Get It 
21. Why was Athaliah willing to destroy members of her own family? 

* 22. Why was it so important to the future of Judah that at least one of Ahaziah’s sons was rescued? 
23. How do you think the loyal commanders reacted when they learned that an heir to the throne had 

been kept alive? 
24. Why was Jehoiada in an ideal position to muster protection for the young king? 
25. What is particularly repugnant about a person who will even destroy his or her own relatives in 

order to reach his or her ambitions? 
26. Why do you suppose Athaliah had few if any supporters in Judah? 
27. Why does the exercise of raw power not always inspire loyalty? 

* 28. How did Jehoiada show respect for God even in the destruction of His enemies? 

Apply It 
* 29. To what child in a difficult situation can you reach out with the love of God? How? 

30. How could you personally reaffirm the covenant between the Lord and yourself? 
 


