
David, Nabal, and Abigail - 1 Samuel 25:1-44 
 

Topics:  Approval, Death, Decisions, Drinking, Faults, Foolishness, Forgiveness, Gifts, Heart, Hospitality, Husbands, 
Ignorance, Initiative, Insults, Marriage, Protection, Remarriage, Respect, Revenge, Serving, Wisdom, Wives 

Open It 
1. How important is hospitality in your day-to-day life? 
2. In what instances can foolishness actually be hazardous to your health? 

* 3. What good or bad connotations does the word vengeance have for you? 

Explore It 
4. What was the measure of Nabal’s wealth? (25:2) 
5. How did Nabal’s character contrast with that of his wife? (25:3) 
6. What favor did David ask of Nabal through his representatives? (25:6-8) 
7. Why did David feel that Nabal should be willing to give him gifts? (25:7-8) 
8. What answer did Nabal send back to David? (25:10-11) 
9. What excuse did Nabal use for refusing to give provisions to David’s men? (25:10) 

* 10. How did David react to the message from Nabal? (25:13) 
11. Why did the servant seek out Abigail instead of confronting Nabal? (25:17) 

* 12. What action did Abigail take when she heard about Nabal’s blunder? (25:18-19) 
13. What had David resolved to do in response to Nabal’s insult? (25:21-22) 
14. What was Abigail’s attitude when she went out to meet David? (25:23-24) 
15. How did Abigail evaluate her husband’s judgment? (25:25) 
16. What did Abigail ask of David in return for the gifts she brought? (25:27-28) 
17. Why, according to Abigail, would David be taking the moral high ground by sparing Nabal’s 

household? (25:29-31) 
* 18. How did David view the fact that Abigail came out to meet him? (25:32-34) 

19. On what terms did David and Abigail part? (25:35) 
20. Why did Abigail wait until morning to tell Nabal what had happened? (25:36-37) 
21. How did Nabal react to the news of his near destruction? (25:37-38) 
22. What was David’s response to Nabal’s death? (25:39) 
23. What invitation did David extend to Abigail after her husband’s death? (25:40-41) 

Get It 
24. What were Abigail’s virtues? 
25. Why did Abigail take responsibility for the insult to David? 
26. In what way did David see God’s hand in sending Abigail? 
27. What was Nabal’s reputation? 
28. What was David’s reputation? 
29. How does a person get a reputation among his or her peers? 

* 30. Why is or isn’t it fair to assume that someone to whom we have done good should be willing to 
return the favor? 

* 31. In what way is it preferable to let God vindicate you rather than to avenge yourself of wrongs 
done to you? 

Apply It 
32. How could you appeal to a friend’s highest spiritual instinct when encouraging him or her to do 

the right thing? 
* 33. In what way could you shoulder responsibility for something that is going wrong in your home or 

place of business and, by doing so, “redeem” the situation? 



 


