
Submission to Rulers and Masters - 1 Peter 2:13-25 
 

Topics:  Atonement, Authority, Citizenship, Endurance, Enemies, Example, Fear, Freedom, God, God’s Will, Government, 
Jesus Christ, Leadership, Life-style, Persecution, Righteousness, Sin, Suffering, Unfairness 

Open It 
1. Who are some people (famous or ordinary) who have suffered for something in which they 

believed? 
2. How do people in different countries view and treat their leaders differently? 

* 3. What is your general attitude toward people in authority over you (bosses, parents, police, etc.)? 

Explore It 
4. To whom did Peter urge his readers to submit themselves? Why? (2:13-14) 

* 5. Why does God allow government? (2:14) 
* 6. What effect does obedience to government have on many people? (2:15) 

7. What did Peter tell his readers not to do with their freedom? (2:16) 
* 8. What role does respect play in our interactions with authority? (2:17) 

9. To whom did Peter encourage his readers to submit? Why? (2:18-19) 
10. What commendable act is unique among Christians? (2:19) 
11. How did Peter contrast just with unjust suffering? (2:20) 
12. To what were the readers of this letter called? (2:21) 
13. What did Christ leave us? Why? (2:21) 
14. What does Isaiah 53:9 say about Christ? (2:22) 
15. How did Christ deal with His suffering? (2:22-23) 
16. Why did Christ bear our sins? (2:24) 
17. What animal are we like? How? (2:25) 

Get It 
* 18. To what authorities or masters should we submit ourselves today? 

19. Why is it so difficult to submit to people who have authority over us? 
20. How would you paraphrase God’s will as Peter described it? 
21. When have you suffered under someone’s harsh authority? 
22. When have you suffered unjustly for Christ’s sake? 
23. What does it mean to fear God? 
24. How might we use our freedom to cover up evil? 
25. What example has Christ left for us to follow? 
26. What challenges does Christ’s example give us? 
27. Why is it so hard to suffer in silence without retaliating? 
28. In what way are we like sheep? 
29. What does it mean to live for righteousness? 
30. Of what wounds has Christ healed us? 
31. What specific changes do you need to make in your life-style in order to live for righteousness? 

* 32. How can you exercise your freedom in a way that honors God? 

Apply It 
* 33. To what authority (person or institution) will you ask God to help you submit today? 

34. In what situation can you follow Christ’s example of suffering without retaliating? 
 


