
Solomon’s Throne Established - 1 Kings 2:13-46 
 

Topics:  Accountability, Ambition, Anger, Blessing, Children, Conversation, Death, Desires, Evil, God’s Will, Guilt, 
Marriage, Obedience, Parents, Peace, Prophecy, Questions, Rules, Security, Self-Centeredness, Swearing, Wives 

Open It 
* 1. What has been your reaction when someone tried to influence you by sending one of your close 

friends or relatives to ask a favor? 
2. What motivates people to test limits or to see if they can get by with more than is allowed? 

Explore It 
3. After Solomon became king, who came to see his mother Bathsheba? (2:13) 
4. How did Adonijah present himself as a “hard luck” case? (2:15-16) 

* 5. What request did Adonijah want Bathsheba to make for him? (2:17-18) 
6. How did King Solomon show honor to his mother? (2:19-20) 

* 7. Why was Solomon outraged when his mother presented Adonijah’s request? (2:21-22) 
* 8. What oath did Solomon swear regarding Adonijah after Adonijah had revealed his true colors in 

making the request for Abishag? (2:23-24) 
9. What sentence was carried out against Adonijah? (2:25) 
10. Why did Solomon refrain from executing Abiathar although he had been one of the conspirators? 

(2:26) 
11. How did the removal of Abiathar from the priesthood fulfill a prophecy from long ago about Eli’s 

descendants? (2:27) 
12. How did Joab, the last conspirator, react to the news of what Solomon was doing? (2:28) 
13. Why was Benaiah forced to kill Joab in the tent of the Lord before the altar? (2:31-32) 
14. What order did Solomon give to Shimei “on pain of death”? (2:36-37) 
15. According to Solomon, who was most familiar with the wrongs that Shimei had done to David? 

(2:44) 
16. Who executed justice on behalf of King Solomon? (2:46) 
17. By the end of the chapter, what was the result of all of the decisions made by King Solomon? 

(2:46) 

Get It 
18. Why was Adonijah’s request to marry Abishag really another bid to take the kingship away from 

Solomon? 
19. When is it a good idea to be skeptical of the motives of someone who asks you to intercede for 

him or her with someone you know? 
* 20. Why would it have been unwise for Solomon to leave people like Adonijah, Abiathar, and Joab 

unrestrained and unpunished? 
21. In what sense did Solomon let Adonijah and Shimei “hang themselves”? 
22. What was good or bad about Solomon choosing to ignore the tradition in Israel that made the 

“horns of the altar” a place of refuge from those seeking vengeance for murder? 
23. To what extent are we obligated to fulfill a promise that we were tricked into making? 

* 24. Why are greed and the thirst for power such difficult desires to reverse in the life of an individual? 

Apply It 
25. How can you develop a healthy realism toward the people who ask favors of you? 

* 26. What daily habit can you cultivate that will add to your wisdom in making difficult decisions? 
27. What can you do to guard against being tricked by people who only want to use or harm you? 

 


