
Israel Rebels against Rehoboam - 1 Kings 12:1-24 
 

Topics:  Advice, Age, Answers, Death, Delegation, Escape, Home, Listening, Loyalty, Mercy, Obedience, People, 
Prophecy, Rebellion, Rejection, Serving, War, Youth 

Open It 
* 1. When you need advice about something you want to do but are unsure about, to whom do you 

turn? 
2. What are the pros and cons of old age? youth? 

Explore It 
3. Where did Solomon’s son Rehoboam go to be crowned king? (12:1) 
4. Where was Jeroboam when he heard the news of Solomon’s death? (12:2) 
5. What request did the people want Jeroboam to bring to Rehoboam on their behalf? (12:3-4) 
6. Initially, what did Rehoboam tell the people who came to him? (12:5) 

* 7. What did the elders of Israel, Solomon’s advisors, advise Rehoboam? (12:7) 
* 8. To whom did Rehoboam turn for a second opinion? (12:8) 

9. What advice did the young men give Rehoboam? (12:10-11) 
* 10. What did Rehoboam ultimately decide to tell the people? (12:12-15) 

11. How did Jeroboam and the people respond to Rehoboam’s harshness? (12:16) 
12. What happened when the king tried to conscript forced labor from among the Israelites? (12:18-

19) 
13. Whom did the people of Israel proclaim king? (12:20) 
14. What part of the kingdom was loyal to Rehoboam? (12:21) 
15. Why was Rehoboam preparing for war? (12:21) 
16. What word did Shemaiah bring to Rehoboam from the Lord? (12:22-24) 
17. Why did God instruct Judah not to fight? (12:24) 

Get It 
18. How did God prevent civil war in the kingdom of David and Solomon? 
19. Why are harshness and fear not the best means of generating respect and loyalty? 
20. What made Jeroboam a “natural” for leading the protest and then the rebellion? 

* 21. Why is the advice of older people often sounder than the advice of younger people? 
* 22. What older, more mature Christians do you have access to when you need advice? 

23. Why is it pointless to try to oppose something that is ordained by God? 
24. In what relationship do you need to resist using force and intimidation? 

Apply It 
* 25. To what mature Christian could you turn for advice on some area of difficulty in your life? 

26. How can you be respectful of people whom you might normally be able to dominate or push 
around? 

 


