
David Numbers the Fighting Men - 1 Chronicles 21:1-22:1 
 

Topics:  Confession, Giving, Judgment, Pride, Repentance, Restitution, Wrath 

Open It 
1. In what ways do you think it is more difficult for rich or successful people to trust in God? 
2. Of what do you most like to have an up-to-date and accurate accounting (checkbook, clean dishes, 

change in your pockets, etc.)? 
* 3. What is one lesson you’ve learned the hard way? 

Explore It 
* 4. What caused David to take a census of his fighting men? (21:1-2) 
* 5. Who tried to stop David from taking a census? (21:3) 

6. What was Joab’s response to King David’s command? (21:3-5) 
7. How many fighting men did David have in Israel? (21:5) 
8. Why did Joab not carry out the full extent of David’s command? (21:6) 
9. What did God think of David’s call for a census? (21:7) 

* 10. What did David do when he realized his mistake? (21:8) 
11. What choices did God give David? (21:9-12) 
12. What punishment did David choose? Why? (21:13) 
13. How did the Lord change the punishment He had originally intended? (21:15) 
14. When David saw his people being killed, what did he ask the Lord to do? (21:17) 
15. What did Gad tell David to do? (21:18) 
16. Why did David want to buy Araunah’s threshing floor? (21:22) 
17. Why did David refuse Araunah’s offer and insist that he pay full price? (21:24) 
18. How did God respond to David’s sacrificial offering? (21:26-28) 
19. What decision did David make about how the threshing floor site would be used in the future? 

(22:1) 

Get It 
20. Why was God displeased with David’s call for a census? 
21. In what way does having success or gaining material wealth tempt us to forget our dependence on 

God? 
* 22. Just as David refused to listen to Joab, what causes us not to heed the warning of friends and 

leaders about unwise decisions we are considering? 
23. Why is it often so difficult for us to admit and confess our disobedience to God? 
24. What was admirable about David’s response to God’s punishment of plagues on the people? 
25. How does David’s refusal to take Araunah’s offer to give him the property to use for a sacrifice 

set an example for us? 
26. Judging from David’s experience, what is the secret of turning a personal failure into a success? 
27. Why is it so difficult to make restitution and pay the full price for our mistakes? 
28. What example does David set for all believers regarding giving to God? 
29. How did David’s purchase of the threshing floor work into God’s plan for the building of the 

temple? 
* 30. How can we take our defeats and failures and turn them into something that will help us and 

others in the future? 

Apply It 
31. What lesson that you’ve learned from failure or defeat do you want to share with others? 

* 32. In what area of your life do you need to pay greater attention to what a Christian friend has 



already suggested or warned? 
33. In what way can you give sacrificially to God’s work? 

 
 


