
The Cost of Following Jesus - Matthew 8:18-22 
 

Topics:  Abandon, Barriers, Commitment, Compromise, Expectations, Family, Invitation, Popularity, Procrastination, 
Rationalizing, Temptation, Zeal 

Open It 
* 1. What excuses do people give for neglecting common responsibilities? 

2. What are the pros and cons of travelling all the time—always living out of a suitcase? 
3. Why do only a few people follow Christ for a lifetime? 

Explore It 
4. What observation prompted Jesus to cross to the other side of the lake? (8:18) 
5. What orders did Jesus give? (8:18) 
6. What did the teacher of the law call Jesus? (8:19) 
7. What did the teacher of the law claim he would do? (8:19) 

* 8. Who approached Jesus? (8:19-20) 
9. What did Jesus tell the teacher of the law he would have to do without? (8:20) 

* 10. What animals did Jesus say were more secure than He? Why? (8:20) 
11. Who offered to follow Jesus? (8:21) 
12. What did one of Jesus’ disciples request? (8:21) 

* 13. What command did Jesus give to the disciple that offered to follow Him under certain conditions? 
(8:22) 

14. How did Jesus handle the disciple’s request? (8:22) 

Get It 
15. Why do we value popularity? 
16. What are some places you would not want to go under any conditions? 
17. Why do we value home ownership? 
18. What are the pros and cons of putting down roots and getting settled into a community? 

* 19. In what ways might a family (parents, siblings, or children) get in the way of following Jesus? 
* 20. In what ways can our love for Christ cost us? 

Apply It 
21. How can you model commitment to Christ for your children this week? 

* 22. What can you do this week to encourage a Christian who has made sacrifices to follow Christ? 
 


