
Giving to the Needy - Matthew 6:1-4 
 

Topics:  Ego, Generosity, Hypocrisy, Money, Motives, Poor, Pride, Rewards, Tithing 

Open It 
* 1. What would you do if you discovered that a long-lost relative had left you a million dollars? 

2. Who are the needy people in our world? 
3. What is your favorite charity? 
4. How do you feel when a wealthy individual gives a large sum of money with the stipulation that a 

building be named after him or her? 

Explore It 
5. What kind of acts was Jesus discussing? (6:1) 

* 6. What specific motives did Jesus warn against? (6:1) 
7. What happens to the person who operates with impure motives? (6:1) 
8. Who can judge whether a person’s actions are pure? (6:1) 
9. How did some individuals in Jesus’ day publicize their generosity? (6:2) 
10. What name did Jesus give to insincere individuals? Why? (6:2) 
11. Where did people advertise their “acts of righteousness”? (6:2) 
12. What deep-seated desire prompted some people to give? (6:2) 
13. What future reward can showy givers expect? (6:2) 

* 14. What style of giving did Jesus command us to adopt? (6:3-4) 
15. Who notices when we give according to Jesus’ guidelines? (6:4) 

* 16. What happens to those who give as Jesus told us to give? (6:4) 

Get It 
17. What motivates people to give money to churches or Christian ministries? 
18. Why are many people more apt to give money to an organization than to a needy individual? 
19. Why do most Christian organizations have their highest income at the end of the year? 
20. How much are your giving habits affected by the knowledge that charitable contributions are tax-

deductible? 
* 21. What are some specific ways Christians could be more secretive in their giving? 

22. Why do we value the recognition people give us? 
* 23. What is difficult about giving secretly? 

24. How do some churches encourage showy giving? 
25. Why is it difficult for us to do a good deed and keep quiet about it? 

Apply It 
26. What anonymous gift can you give today? 

* 27. What steps could you take to ensure that your giving is not done for show? 
 


