
Love for Enemies - Matthew 5:43-48 
 

Topics:  Bitterness, Enemies, God, Hatred, Neighbor, Oppressed, Perfect, Persecution, Prayer, Righteousness 

Open It 
1. What TV character is most despicable to you? Why? 

* 2. What underlying emotions and attitudes create cliques or cause divisions between groups of 
people? 

3. What character quality more than any other says to the world, “This person is a Christian”? 

Explore It 
4. What ancient rule of life did Jesus challenge here? (5:43) 

* 5. How did Jesus say we ought to treat our enemies? (5:44) 
6. What did Jesus say we ought to do for those who persecute us? (5:44) 
7. Why did Jesus suggest modifying this universally accepted law? (5:45) 

* 8. How does God treat evil and good people in the same way? (5:45) 
9. How does God treat righteous and unrighteous people equally? (5:45) 
10. What type of people did Jesus cite as loving those who love them? (5:46) 
11. What does God think of us when we love those who love us? (5:46) 
12. Why is friendliness to friends and relatives not considered exceptional behavior? (5:47) 
13. What kinds of people are mentioned as greeting only their brothers? (5:47) 
14. What exceptional standard did Christ give us? (5:48) 

* 15. Who has set an example for us? How? (5:48) 

Get It 
* 16. If our holy God is able to exhibit grace and mercy to everyone, why is it difficult for us to be like 

Him? 
17. What does it mean for us to be perfect? 
18. How is it possible for us to love our enemies? 

* 19. What would have to happen in your heart in order for you to be able to pray for an enemy? 
20. What might praying for your enemy change? 
21. In what ways does a loving spirit demonstrate that we are God’s people? 

Apply It 
22. What are some specific ways you can show love today to someone whom you dislike? 

* 23. For which of your “enemies” will you pray every day this week? 
 


