
An Eye for an Eye - Matthew 5:38-42 
 

Topics:  Bitterness, Enemies, Gentleness, Humility, Oppressed, Persecution, Revenge, Strength, Unfairness 

Open It 
1. Why are movies about vengeance or vigilante justice so popular? 

* 2. What is appealing about revenge? 

Explore It 
* 3. To what familiar saying was Jesus referring in this context? (5:38) 

4. What did the ancients require if a person put out someone else’s eye? (5:38) 
5. What was the judgment for knocking out another’s tooth? (5:38) 

* 6. How did Jesus say we should respond to people who do us evil? (5:39) 
* 7. What should we do to protect our rights and possessions? (5:39) 

8. What should be the Christian’s response to physical violence? (5:39) 
9. What should a person do if someone else sues him or her? (5:40) 
10. What should a person do if someone else forces him or her to “go one mile”? (5:41) 
11. How should followers of Christ deal with those who ask them for things? (5:42) 
12. What is the proper response to a request to borrow something? (5:42) 

Get It 
13. What are the drawbacks to an “eye for eye” mentality? 

* 14. Where do we draw the line between our rights and our responsibility to be forgiving and patient? 
15. What is the rationale behind Jesus’ idea that love overcomes evil? 

* 16. How can doing good change a bad situation? 
17. How should we respond to violent attacks? 
18. When are we responsible to stop an evil person from committing violent acts? 
19. What advice would you give to the little kid who is constantly being bullied at school? 
20. What do you think would happen if Christians followed these principles to the letter? 
21. What items would you find difficult to loan out or give away? 
22. In what ways have you been seeking vengeance or an opportunity to pay someone back for a 

wrong done to you? 
23. What grudge or personal vendetta do you need to lay aside? 

Apply It 
24. What prayer will help you forgive some wrong you’ve had difficulty letting go of? 

* 25. What act of kindness or reconciliation could you perform by next weekend to help “bury the 
hatchet”? 

 


