
Murder - Matthew 5:21-26 
 

Topics:  Anger, Bitterness, Conflict, Enemies, Forgiveness, Hatred, Hell, Judgment, Murder, Punishment, Quarrels, 
Reconciliation 

Open It 
* 1. When do you tend to get angry? 

2. Why do people murder each other over trivial matters—a parking space, a cigarette lighter, a 
crude remark? 

3. If you were given full governmental authority and resources, how would you go about reducing 
the amount of violent crime in this country? 

Explore It 
4. What age-old prohibition was Jesus addressing in this context? (5:21) 
5. What was the penalty for violators of this law? (5:21) 
6. How did Jesus explain the meaning of the law against murder? (5:22) 
7. According to Jesus, what kind of name-calling made one answerable to the Sanhedrin? (5:22) 
8. What kind of angry name-calling puts one in eternal danger? (5:22) 
9. How did Jesus describe hell? (5:23) 

* 10. What sort of realization did Jesus say should interrupt our worship? (5:23) 
11. If a person becomes aware of a relational problem, how quickly should he or she act? (5:24) 

* 12. What should be a believer’s goal in strained or shattered relationships? (5:24) 
* 13. When is it best to settle disputes? (5:25) 

14. Where is it best to settle disputes? (5:25) 
15. What bad consequences can occur if a dispute escalates into a full-blown court battle? (5:25-26) 

Get It 
* 16. Why did Jesus zero in on the emotions behind our violent actions? 

17. What modern-day equivalents to “Raca” do we level at others? 
18. What attitudes and emotions tend to lead to name-calling? 
19. Which of our religious activities would be closely akin to “offering your gifts at the altar”? 
20. According to Jesus, how do problems in our relationships with others affect our relationship with 

God? 
* 21. Why is it necessary to get things right with people before we come to worship God? 

22. Why is it preferable for Christians to quietly resolve their differences rather than battle over them 
publicly? 

23. How might Christians be encouraged to reconcile with each other before coming to a Communion 
service? 

Apply It 
* 24. What relational conflict do you need to straighten out today? 

25. How can you help yourself remember this week to keep your anger under control? 
 


