
Jesus Begins to Preach - Matthew 4:12-17 
 

Topics:  Darkness, Evangelism, Heaven, Light, Mission, Moving, Persecution, Prophecy, Repentance 

Open It 
1. What is the best sermon you have ever heard preached? 
2. If you could stand up and preach one sermon to your church, what would you like to say? 

* 3. What do you remember about your first job? 

Explore It 
4. What happened to John the Baptist? (4:12) 
5. What did Jesus do when He heard the news about John? (4:12) 
6. Where in Galilee had Jesus been living? (4:13) 
7. What is revealed here about the geography of Jesus’ new home? (4:13) 
8. Where in Galilee did Jesus relocate? (4:13-14) Why? 

* 9. What happened where Jesus relocated? (4:13-16) 
* 10. Why was Christ’s move significant? (4:14) 

11. Who foretold that Jesus would live in Capernaum? (4:14) 
12. In what spiritual state were the inhabitants of this region before Jesus moved there? (4:16) 
13. How is Jesus’ arrival in Capernaum described? (4:16) 

* 14. What did Jesus do in His new hometown? (4:17) 
15. What was Christ’s message from that time on? (4:17) 

Get It 
16. How do you react when you hear that Christians in other countries are being persecuted for their 

faith? 
17. Why do you think so many of God’s people become bold (instead of fearful) during times of 

persecution? 
18. What would you do if you learned your pastor was in jail for preaching? 
19. In what ways have you been ridiculed or hassled for your belief in Christ? 
20. How would you respond if you sensed God was leading you to pack up your family and move to 

an unevangelized area to be a missionary? 
* 21. In what ways are your neighbors like the people of Zebulun and Naphtali? 
* 22. How can you help your neighbors come to see the light of Christ? 

Apply It 
* 23. To what places and people do you need to go this week as a light for Christ? 

24. In what way can you encourage a missionary today, this week, or this month? 
 


