
Jesus Anointed at Bethany - Matthew 26:6-13 
 

Topics:  Actions, Devotion, Embarrassment, Example, Faith, Generosity, Kindness, Love, Praise, Preparation, 
Rationalizing, Sacrifice, Worship 

Open It 
* 1. What is the most colossal waste of money you have ever witnessed? 

2. What is the most valuable possession you own? 
3. In what situations might it be wiser to be extravagant than frugal? 

Explore It 
4. In what kind of place was Jesus when this scene opened? (26:6) 
5. Where was Jesus staying? (26:6) 
6. The woman who came to see Christ had what with her? Why? (26:7) 

* 7. What did the woman do with her perfume? (26:7) 
* 8. How did the disciples react to the sacrifice they witnessed? (26:8) 

9. What did the disciples claim would have been a better use for the perfume? (26:9) 
* 10. How did Jesus respond to the disciples’ indignation and muttering? (26:10) 

11. What did Jesus call the woman’s act? Why? (26:10-11) 
12. Why did Jesus say the woman did the right thing? (26:11) 
13. How did Jesus describe this anointing? (26:12) 
14. What recognition did Jesus promise for the woman? (26:13) 

Get It 
15. What evidence is there that among Jesus’ followers, only Mary understood that Jesus would soon 

be dead? 
16. How might Jesus’ statement about the poor (verse 11) be used as a justification to do nothing to 

help them? 
17. For what reasons do you think the disciples criticized Mary? 
18. When are we most likely to bad-mouth the efforts of other believers? 
19. What frequently happens when Christians become concerned about pleasing everyone around 

them? 
* 20. What prompts us to sacrifice our time and goods for God? 

21. How can we increase our love for Jesus so that we will be willing to sacrifice for Him? 
22. What are the dangers in making a generous public gift? 

* 23. What attitudes would make you more generous? 

Apply It 
* 24. What act of costly service can you give to Christ this week? 

25. What attitudes that keep you from being more generous do you need to renounce and repent of 
today? 

26. How can you begin to view the good works of others in a positive light rather than in a critical 
fashion? 

 


