
The Parable of the Tenants - Matthew 21:33-46 
 

Topics:  Attitude, Blessing, Deceit, Enemies, Evil, Hardheartedness, Hatred, Intimidation, Kingdom of God/Heaven, 
Murder, Popularity, Prophecy, Punishment, Rejection, Sin, Submission, Unbelievers 

Open It 
* 1. In what way does each of these hurt: being told an uncomfortable truth, and being told a lie? 

2. What was your favorite bedtime story as a child? 
3. What attitudes in others make you want to be mean instead of nice? 

Explore It 
4. How did the landowner in this parable prepare his vineyard? (21:33) 
5. What did the landowner do at harvest time? (21:34) 
6. How did the tenants of the vineyard treat the landowner’s servants? (21:35) 
7. What did the landowner do after his servants were attacked? (21:36) 
8. How did the landowner’s alternative plan work? (21:36) 

* 9. What solution did the landowner finally decide on? (21:37) 
* 10. How did the tenants react to the landowner’s choice? (21:38-39) 
* 11. What end did Jesus predict for the wicked tenants of the parable? (21:40-41) 

12. What did Jesus quote to the religious leaders? (21:42) 
13. How did Jesus personalize or apply this parable and Scripture to the nation of Israel? (21:43-44) 
14. What did the religious leaders realize when they heard Jesus’ parable? (21:45) 
15. What did the chief priests and elders try to do? (21:46) 
16. Why didn’t the chief priests and elders carry out their plan at that moment? (21:46) 

Get It 
17. What does the vineyard in this parable represent? 

* 18. Who do the tenants of the parable symbolize? 
* 19. Of whom are the servants and the son representative? 

20. How would you feel if you were extremely kind and giving to someone for a long time and that 
person repeatedly scorned your kindness? 

21. Why does Christ’s kindness often fail to impress people? 
22. Does God’s Word soften your heart like wax or harden your heart like clay? 
23. What are some ways we react when God’s Word convicts us or tells us to take demanding, 

difficult, or risky steps? 
24. In what area of your life do you tend to resist God’s authority? 

Apply It 
25. What is one practical step you can take to submit to God and obey His Word this week? 

* 26. Today or tomorrow, how can you show God your appreciation for His goodness toward you? 
 


