
The Authority of Jesus Questioned - Matthew 21:23-27 
 

Topics:  Authority, Challenge, Conversation, Danger, Hardheartedness, Hypocrisy, Jealousy, Knowledge, Motives, 
Questions, Reputation, Resentment, Testing, Unbelievers, Wisdom 

Open It 
1. What comes to mind when you hear the word “authority”? 

* 2. Why are people so resistant to authority? 
3. What do you like or dislike about debates (either presidential debates or TV shows where guests 

bat around a controversial topic)? 

Explore It 
4. Where was Jesus when the incidents of this passage occurred? (21:23) 
5. What was Jesus doing when He was interrupted? (21:23) 

* 6. Who interrupted Jesus? Why? (21:23) 
7. What questions did the chief priests and the elders ask Jesus? (21:23) 

* 8. What deal did Jesus make with his accuser? (21:24) 
9. Jesus’ question dealt with what subject? (21:24) 
10. What were the only two possible answers the religious leaders could give? (21:25-26) 
11. What was the drawback to claiming that John’s ministry was divinely inspired? (21:25) 
12. What was the risk of claiming that John had no divine authority? (21:26) 

* 13. How did the religious leaders finally respond to Jesus? (21:27) 
14. What reply did Jesus give to the chief priests and elders? (21:27) 

Get It 
15. What do you think is behind many people’s “confrontations” with Jesus? 
16. Why do we feel threatened when someone challenges our beliefs or actions as Christians? 
17. How do we typically feel when our motives are exposed as selfish? 

* 18. How can religious traditions, rules, and habits sometimes blind us to the truth? 
19. What are some ways we outright defy what Jesus has said? 

* 20. In what ways do we try to rationalize our way out of submitting to Christ’s authority? 
21. How does pride keep us from acknowledging our mistakes? 

Apply It 
* 22. In what area of your life do you need to submit to Jesus’ authority today? 

23. How can you humble yourself before God today? 
 


