
Jesus at the Temple - Matthew 21:12-17 
 

Topics:  Accusation, Authority, Conflict, Ego, Evil, Handicapped, Hardheartedness, Hypocrisy, Jealousy, Messiah, 
Miracles, Popularity, Praise, Pride, Religion, Traditions, Zeal 

Open It 
* 1. Why does the church have a reputation for being “money hungry”? 

2. What convictions of yours are so strong that you sometimes feel you’d like to do something 
radical to express your views? 

3. What gets you really angry? 
4. When do you tend to lose your temper? 

Explore It 
* 5. After entering Jerusalem, where did Jesus go? What happened there? (21:12) 

6. What did Jesus do in the temple area? (21:12) 
7. What sort of goods were being sold in the temple courts? (21:12) 

* 8. What did Jesus quote to those in the temple? (21:13) 
* 9. Jesus accused the merchants of turning the temple into what? Why? (21:13) 

10. What kinds of handicaps and infirmities did Jesus heal while at the temple? (21:14) 
11. What were the children in the temple area shouting? (21:15) 
12. How did the chief priests and teachers of the law feel when they heard the children shout praise to 

Jesus? (21:15) 
13. What did the religious leaders ask Jesus? (21:16) 
14. How did Jesus answer the religious leaders? (21:16) 
15. What did Jesus do when He left the temple? (21:17) 

Get It 
* 16. How do you think God would like to alter some of the practices churches and ministries use to 

raise money? 
* 17. How do you think God would like to alter some of the ways you use money? 

18. What is the most appropriate way for churches to fund their activities? 
19. Why is it easy to become jealous when others get recognized, praised, or rewarded? 
20. Why do people often honor their money above God? 
21. In what situations is your behavior altered or stymied by what others might think? 
22. Why do children sometimes have the ability to see more clearly than adults? 
23. In what areas do you have the prerogative to stand up for the righteousness and holiness of God? 

Apply It 
* 24. What change in your giving do you need to make this month? 

25. What hymn of praise would help you praise and worship God this week? 
26. What impure habits or practices are taking place in your temple (i.e. your body) that you need to 

drive out this week? 
 


