
The Rich Young Man - Matthew 19:16-30 
 

Topics:  Confusion, Ego, Eternal Life, Generosity, Judgment, Law, Legalism, Materialism, Miracles, Perfect, Perspective, 
Possessions, Questions, Rewards, Righteousness, Wealth 

Open It 
* 1. What would you do (buy, spend, give, save) if you suddenly received a million dollars? 

2. Which is more dangerous and why: being very rich or being very poor? 
3. What does a individual’s checkbook reveal about him or her? 

Explore It 
4. What question was asked of Jesus at the beginning of this story? (19:16) 
5. How did Jesus respond to the man’s question? (19:17-19) 
6. What astonishing claim did the young man make? (19:20) 
7. What further assignment did Jesus give the man who came to Him? (19:21) 
8. How did the man react to Jesus’ demands? (19:22) 

* 9. What amazing statement did Jesus make to His disciples about riches and the kingdom of God? 
(19:23-24) 

* 10. How did the disciples respond when they heard how hard it is for a rich person to enter the 
kingdom of heaven? (19:25) 

11. How did Christ explain His statement about rich people and heaven? (19:25) 
12. When he applied the truth about riches to the disciples, Peter asked what question? (19:27) 
13. What insights into the future did Christ give in His promise? (19:28) 

* 14. What did Jesus promise the twelve disciples? (19:28-29) 
15. What further promise did Jesus make to Christians through the ages who make sacrifices for Him? 

(19:29) 
16. How are spiritual values different from worldly values? (19:30) 

Get It 
17. Why do many poor people have a great love for God and many rich people have no interest in 

God? 
18. Why do many poor people long to be rich? 
19. What would you say to the person who claims, “See, this passage teaches that eternal life is 

something we receive in exchange for the good things we do”? 
20. What point do you think Jesus was making with this rich man? 
21. Why can’t moral, decent, good people make it to heaven on their own merit? 

* 22. Why is it that we often do not become more generous as our wealth increases? 
* 23. If we truly believe that God will one day reward his children in heaven, why are we reluctant to 

make sacrifices for God? 

Apply It 
* 24. What sacrifice are you willing to make for Christ this week, in the knowledge that you will be 

rewarded in heaven? 
25. What promise from this passage do you want to claim (or even memorize) today? 
26. How can you decrease your spending over the next month in order to increase the amount of 

money you can give to the work of God? 
 


