
The Greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven - Matthew 18:1-9 
 

Topics:  Children, Evil, Example, Greatness, Humility, Influence, Purity, Responsibility, Simplicity, Sin, World 

Open It 
1. Who is the greatest person you know? 
2. Why is our culture so competitive—obsessed with the best and the greatest? 
3. What is your favorite childhood memory? 

* 4. What do you miss most about being a little kid? 
5. What advice would you give to a thousand third graders? 

Explore It 
* 6. What question did the disciples ask Jesus? (18:1) 
* 7. What did Christ do to illustrate His answer to the disciples’ question? (18:2) 

8. What did Jesus say one had to be like in order to enter the kingdom of heaven? (18:3) 
9. How did Jesus finally answer the question that had been put to Him? (18:4) 

* 10. What quality makes for true greatness? (18:4) 
11. Why did Jesus say a person’s treatment of children was significant? (18:5) 
12. What advice did Jesus give to those who would cause a young follower of Christ to sin? (18:6) 
13. What “woes” did Jesus pronounce in this situation? (18:7) 
14. What comment did Jesus make that suggests the inevitability of sin in this world? (18:7) 
15. What radical figures of speech did Christ use to show the severity of sin? How? (18:8-9) 
16. What are the consequences of sin? (18:8-9) 

Get It 
* 17. What is it about children that Christ wants us to emulate? 

18. What charming qualities do children possess? 
19. How does age and maturity cause us to lose our innocence and sense of humility? 
20. What danger is there for us if we influence children in a negative way? 
21. In what ways are you still like a child (in a good sense)? 

* 22. What prevents us from being more childlike in our faith? 
23. In what ways can you be more childlike? 

Apply It 
* 24. What can you do today to humble yourself? 

25. To what children in your life will you demonstrate the love and acceptance of Christ this week? 
26. What habits or actions do you need to abolish this week because of their negative influence on 

children? 
 


