
The Yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees - Matthew 16:5-12 
 

Topics:  Beliefs, Blindness, Danger, Deceit, Discernment, Evil, Faith, Heresy, Ignorance, Influence, Listening, Purity, 
Separation, Truth, Understanding 

Open It 
1. What dates or events do you have a hard time remembering? 

* 2. How has a simple case of misunderstanding recently created problems for you? 
3. What philosophies or widely believed ideas do you feel are dangerous? 

Explore It 
4. Where were Jesus and His disciples traveling? (16:5) 
5. What did the disciples forget to pack? (16:5) 
6. What warning did Jesus issue to His followers? (16:6) 

* 7. Whom did Jesus mention in His warning? (16:6) 
* 8. How did the disciples misunderstand Jesus’ comments? (16:7) 

9. What did Jesus say the disciples lacked? (16:8) 
10. What did Jesus’ disciples fail to understand? (16:9) 
11. What did Jesus’ disciples forget? (16:9) 
12. What recent incidents did Jesus cite to make His point? (16:9-10) 
13. How did Jesus clarify His remarks about yeast? (16:11) 

* 14. What was Jesus encouraging His disciples to avoid? Why? (16:11-12) 
15. What happened when Jesus explained His words? (16:12) 

Get It 
* 16. What truths about God do you have a hard time understanding? 

17. What spiritual lessons and truths do you have a tendency to forget? 
18. How can one wrong idea get us into trouble? 
19. What are some ways we get so caught up in the mundane details of life that we miss the bigger-

than-life lessons God wants to teach us? 
20. What forgotten experiences or neglected truths do you need to reflect upon more? 

* 21. How can we judge whether the spiritual teaching we receive is healthy or dangerous? 

Apply It 
* 22. What can you do today to become more sensitive to what God is trying to teach you through His 

Word? 
23. What nonjudgmental and nonthreatening step can you take this week to warn a friend who is 

being led astray by unsound teaching? 
24. What small evil do you need to root out of your life this week before it spreads and causes much 

trouble? 
 


