
The Parable of the Sower - Matthew 13:1-23 
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Open It 
* 1. When was the last time you “tuned out” a speaker? 

2. What are some spiritual cliches or religious catch-phrases that people often use? 
3. What misconceptions do non-Christians have about Christianity? 

Explore It 
4. Where was Jesus when the crowds came? (13:1-2) 
5. Why did Jesus get on a boat to speak? (13:2) 
6. What kind of stories did Jesus use to teach the crowds? (13:3) 
7. The first story that Jesus told His audience was about what? (13:3) 
8. Into what various places did the seed fall? (13:4-5) 
9. Which seed ended up sprouting and bearing fruit? Why? (13:8) 
10. To whom did Jesus direct His story about the four soils? (13:9) 
11. How did the disciples respond to the Parable of the Four Soils? (13:10) 
12. How did Jesus defend His use of parables? (13:11-13) 
13. Why was the majority’s inability or unwillingness to understand Christ’s message significant? 

(13:14-15) 
14. Why did Jesus say the disciples were blessed? (13:16-17) 

* 15. Whom did Jesus liken to seed along the path? Why? (13:19) 
* 16. According to Christ, who is like the seed sown on rocky soil? Why? (13:20-21) 
* 17. What kind of people were compared to seed sown among the thorns? Why? (13:22) 

18. Of whom is the fruitful seed a picture? How? (13:23) 

Get It 
19. How do stories and illustrations help us to understand more clearly the message of the Bible? 
20. How involved are you in “sowing the seed” of God’s Word? 
21. What kind of soil would you say you are at this point in your life? 

* 22. What are some thorns that tend to choke out your Christian faith? 
* 23. What circumstances have a tendency to scorch your faith and cause it to wither? 

24. How long did it take for you to understand the gospel of Christ? 
25. How could you listen more faithfully and intently to the voice of God? 

Apply It 
* 26. What one action could you do this week to improve the way you listen to God’s Word? 

27. How could you become a more effective sower of God’s Word over the next month? 
28. How can you show gratitude to God today for opening your eyes to the truth of the gospel? 

 


