
The Widow and the Shunammite - 2 Kings 4:1-44 
 

Topics:  Abundance, Bitterness, Children, Death, Despair, Doubt, Healing, Help, Home, Hospitality, Husbands, 
Instructions, Miracles, Neighbor, Possessions, Prayer, Promises, Prophecy, Questions, Respect, Resurrection, Rewards, 
Sickness, Slavery, Stubbornness, Thankfulness, Wealth, Wives 

Open It 
1. What are the feelings that go along with debt and financial hardships? 

* 2. Whose prayers do you want when you are facing life’s most daunting problems? 

Explore It 
3. What was the predicament of the widow of one of the prophets? (4:1) 
4. How did Elisha make use of what little the widow had to provide for her by faith? (4:2-6) 
5. When did the oil stop flowing for the widow and her sons? (4:6) 
6. How did the miracle of the oil take care of the widow’s financial difficulties? (4:7) 
7. What do we know about the woman who extended hospitality to Elisha? (4:8-10) 
8. What did the woman request when Elisha offered to reward her? (4:11-13) 
9. How did Elisha learn of a need the Shunammite woman had but did not verbalize? (4:14) 
10. What promise did Elisha make to the Shunammite woman? (4:15-16) 

* 11. What calamity befell the family in Shunem after several years? (4:17-20) 
12. What action did the woman take after her son died? (4:21-25) 
13. What did the woman tell Gehazi about her predicament? (4:26) 
14. How did the woman tell Elisha about her problem? (4:27-28) 

* 15. What did the Shunammite woman insist that Elisha do? (4:27-30) 
16. How did Elisha propose to meet the woman’s need? (4:29) 
17. What different measures were taken before life returned to the widow’s dead son? (4:31-35) 

* 18. What was the Shunammite woman’s response to the return of her son? (4:36-37) 
19. How did Elisha reverse an inadvertent but deadly mistake for a group of prophets? (4:38-41) 
20. What resources were at Elisha’s disposal when he fed a hundred men? (4:42-44) 

Get It 
21. What circumstance have you faced in which you were afraid to hope? 

* 22. What were the evidences of faith in how the Shunammite woman behaved after her son’s death? 
23. In what different ways did Elisha show compassion in this set of incidents? 
24. Why do you think God works through the resources we have rather than always doing miracles? 
25. What was Elisha’s attitude when people came to him with perplexing problems? 
26. What can enable you to feel confident about the good things God wants to do in people’s lives? 

* 27. When have you hesitated to ask someone to pray for you because you felt self-conscious? 
28. What were the “raw materials”—the everyday items and actions—that formed the basis for 

Elisha’s miracles? 

Apply It 
29. What “insignificant” thing do you have that you can ask God to make sufficient for a practical 

need you are facing right now? 
* 30. What urgent need should you bring before God more persistently until you see His answer? 
 


