
Kings of Israel - 2 Kings 15:8-31 
 

Topics:  Ambition, Bargaining, Enemies, Evil, Murder, Prophecy, Rebellion, Sin 

Open It 
* 1. In your experience how often is it true that “those who live by the sword will die by the sword”? 

2. In your opinon what is good or bad about a total change of staff when a new president is elected? 
3. What examples have you seen of power changing a person? 

Explore It 
4. After Jeroboam (the king who had restored some of Israel’s territory) died, how long did his son 

last as king? (15:8) 
5. What was God’s evaluation of Zechariah son of Jeroboam? (15:9) 

* 6. How did Zechariah die and lose the kingship? (15:10) 
7. What prophecy was fulfilled when Shallum assassinated Zechariah and took over as king? (15:12) 
8. While the succession was happening peacefully in Judah, what happened to Shallum in Israel? 

(15:13-14) 
9. What example do we have of the way Menahem used violence and intimidation to consolidate his 

power? (15:16) 
10. How long did Menahem reign after he assassinated his predecessor? (15:17) 
11. Why did God see Menahem as no better than his predecessors? (15:18) 
12. How did Menahem use a foreign invader to strengthen his own hand in Israel? (15:19-20) 
13. What became of the threat of Assyrian invasion during Menahem’s reign? (15:20) 
14. What happened after Menahem’s death? (15:21-22) 

* 15. How was the succession to the throne of Israel determined again after Pekahiah? (15:25) 
16. After Pekah son of Remaliah became king by assassinating Pekahiah, what changes did he make 

in the way Israel related to God? (15:28) 
17. What foreign king invaded significant portions of Israel during Pekah’s reign? (15:29) 

* 18. How did Pekah son of Remaliah die? (15:30) 

Get It 
19. What judgment is repeated over and over again about the kings of Israel? 

* 20. How many of the kings in this period died by assassination and were succeeded by someone 
unrelated to them? 

21. What do you suppose God would have liked to see the threat of foreign invasion inspire in the 
leaders and people of Israel? 

22. How secure would you feel if you were able to pay someone with superior strength to leave you 
alone? 

23. Which king, of those mentioned in this passage, seemed particularly evil? Why? 
* 24. What’s wrong with the thinking that ruthlessness is necessary for success in leadership? 

25. How do you suppose the average citizen of Israel was affected by this succession of selfish and 
violent kings? 

Apply It 
* 26. For what leaders of our country or the world do you feel moved to pray this week? 

27. In what role of leadership in your life (whether formally recognized as a position or not) can you 
ask God to temper your ambition with concern for those you lead? 

 


