
PRETEEN WEEK 2HEAR
FROM GOD

READ ACTS 12:3-17
Peter was in chains. In prison. And alone. Or was he? A short distance 
away, his friends and fellow followers of Jesus had gathered at the home of 
John Mark and his mother, Mary. Day after day, they pleaded with God for 
Peter’s safety. Night after night, they begged God to save him. But nothing 
happened. And then, the night before Peter was to go to trial for his crime 
of sharing the good news about Jesus, something happened. As the guards 
slept an angel showed up. Peter’s chains fell off. The angel led him out of the 
prison and down the street. Then, the angel disappeared.

Peter suddenly realized it wasn’t a dream—he was free! God had been faithful 
once again! And where did Peter head to first? The house where he knew his 
friends would be gathering to pray for him because that’s the kind of people 
they were. They were faithful, and Peter knew he could count on them.

Faithfulness shows up big time in these few verses of the book of Acts. 
Underline the places where you see it. (Hint: See verses 5, 11, 12 and 17) 
Peter was faithful to God, and God was always faithful to him. And Peter 
could also count on his friends. Peter and his friends certainly knew how to 
power up with the Holy Spirit to live out faithfulness!

Ask a parent to help you pull up the song “YOU CAN COUNT ON ME” 
by Bruno Mars on YouTube® or whatever platform your family uses to listen to 
music. 

After you listen to the song, talk with a parent about who this song reminds 
you of in your life. Could this song be written about you? If not, what can you 
change to become someone who others can count on? And who can help 
you with that? (Hint: God’s promise to help us power up!)

Write the numbers 1, 2, 3 on one hand, and have you parent help you write 
4, 3, 2 on the other. As you see those numbers throughout your day, think 
about the lyrics from the song.

Every time you sing it in your head, look for a friend who you know you can 
count on, and thank them. Then ask God to help you be the kind of friend 
others can count on!
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You may not think of praying as a way to be faithful, but it’s actually one 
of the best ways you can be someone that others can count on. When 
your friends come to you with their problems, the very best thing you can 
do is talk to God about it. Peter’s friends are the best example of this: as 
Peter sat in that dark prison cell, he could count on his friends back home, 
praying him out of that prison!

WHO IN YOUR LIFE NEEDS A FAITHFUL FRIEND 
RIGHT NOW? 

Maybe you have a friend who is really sad right now, or someone who 
seems really anxious and stressed. Write down the name of a friend who 
you think could use your faithful prayers, and every day this week, be sure 
to talk to God about your friend and their problem.  ___________________
_______________________ 

Then reach out to your friend (give them a call, write an email or text, or tell 
them in person) and remind them that you’re praying for them.

Or maybe you’re the one who needs a friend to pray for you! Who in your 
life can you count on to pray for you when times are hard? 
______________________________________________________________

Reach out to your friend and ask them to pray for you, or thank them if you 
know they’re already on the case! Then be sure and thank God for giving 
you a friend you know you can count on.

Sometimes we learn best by learning from others’ experiences, so you’re 
going to interview some family and friends to find out how they’ve 
experienced faithfulness in their lives. 

GRAB A SMALL NOTEBOOK AND WRITE 
DOWN THESE QUESTIONS ON THREE OR FOUR 
DIFFERENT PAGES, THEN FIND SOME FRIENDS OR 
FAMILY MEMBERS TO INTERVIEW. 

        o  Who has been a faithful friend to you? 

        o  What is one specific way that friend proved to be someone you 
could count on?

        o  How do you feel you have been someone people could count on?

        o  How has God been faithful in your life?

Make sure and share your own answers to the questions above with at 
least one person too!
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