
Samuel Anoints Saul - 1 Samuel 9:1-10:8 
 

Topics:  Advice, Authority, Blessing, Direction, Doubt, Family, Gifts, Giving Up, God’s Will, Heart, Honor, Hospitality, 
Humility, Instructions, Invitation, Limitations, Obedience, Possessions, Preparation, Prophecy, Questions, Reputation, 
Sacrifice, Timing, Wisdom 

Open It 
* 1. How would you assess your chances of suddenly being singled out for a prestigious national 

position? 
2. Why are we awed when a person is able to predict the future with accuracy? 
3. If you have ever been prayed over individually for a blessing, what was the experience like for 

you? 

Explore It 
4. What unique physical characteristics set Saul apart from his peers? (9:2) 
5. How did Saul and his servant come to be traveling through the land? (9:3) 
6. Why was Saul inclined to go home without the donkeys? (9:5) 
7. When Saul and the servant disagreed about the next step of the search, whose opinion prevailed? 

(9:6) 
8. Why did the servant want to consult with the prophet before heading home? (9:6) 
9. Who were the first people to give Saul directions to help him find the “man of God”? (9:11) 

* 10. Why was Samuel not taken by surprise when Saul and his servant arrived in the town where the 
prophet was staying? (9:15-16) 

* 11. For what special mission had God singled out Saul? (9:16) 
12. What had God commanded Samuel just the day before Saul’s arrival? (9:16) 
13. What information and what honors did the prophet have waiting for Saul when they first met? 

(9:19-20) 
* 14. What objection did Saul raise when he first heard Samuel’s prophecy? (9: 21) 

15. When Samuel escorted Saul on his way back home, why did he send the servant on ahead? (9:27) 
16. What important symbolic action accompanied Samuel’s pronouncement over Saul? (10:1) 
17. What three signs did Samuel predict as proof that Saul’s anointing was truly from God? (10:2-6) 
18. What specific instructions were given to Saul before he parted company with the prophet? (10:8) 

Get It 
* 19. In what ways did God use His faithful servant, Samuel, to answer the prayers of His people? 

20. What might be your reaction if you had experiences similar to Saul’s while performing a mundane 
task? 

21. God acted to “change” Saul, but what were some natural aspects of his character that were 
previously unsuited to kingship? 

22. What are some of your thoughts and feelings when you are the recipient of an award or honor? 
* 23. How does it make you feel to know that God uses us in spite of our weaknesses and natural 

limitations? 
24. Why would the fulfillment of three specific signs help Saul believe that God was at work? 

Apply It 
25. What practical signs of esteem can you prepare in advance this week for someone who has an 

important task? 
* 26. What specific new habit of listening can you adopt to help you be ready when God wants to use 

you to answer someone’s prayer? 
 


