
Israel Asks for a King - 1 Samuel 8:1-22 
 

Topics:  Age, Anger, Answers, Arguments, Authority, Backslide, Children, Choices, Comparisons, Complaining, 
Consequences, Desires, Disagreements, Disobedience, Ego, Envy, Family, Foolishness, Forsake, Freedom, God’s Will, 
Government, Habits, Hardheartedness, Humanness, Idolatry, Instructions, Leadership, Materialism, Parents, Priorities, 
Rebellion, Rejection, Representatives, Stubbornness 

Open It 
* 1. What example can you recall, from your experience or from the media, of someone who chose to 

ignore good advice? 
2. What sort of stubbornness do you find particularly maddening in other people? 
3. What do you think is the appeal of royalty for those nations that have the institution? 

Explore It 
4. Whom did Samuel intend to succeed him when he died? (8:1) 
5. In what ways did Samuel’s sons differ from their father? (8:3) 

* 6. What request by the elders of Israel angered Samuel in his old age? (8:4-6) 
* 7. What were some of the reasons that the Israelites wanted a king rather than a priest/judge? (8:5) 
* 8. How did God help Samuel put the people’s request in perspective? (8:7) 

9. What was God’s overview of Israel throughout its history? (8:8) 
10. God commanded Samuel to listen to the people’s request, but what else was he to do? (8:9) 
11. What were some of Samuel’s predictions about what life would be like for the king’s new 

subjects? (8:10-17) 
12. According to Samuel’s prophecy, how would God respond if they found that they did not like the 

king? (8:18) 
13. How were the people affected by Samuel’s warnings? (8:19) 
14. What were the primary reasons that having a king appealed to the people of Israel? (8:20) 
15. When Samuel brought the reaction of Israel before God, what did God command him? (8:21-22) 
16. What did the delegation of elders do at the end of the interchange with Samuel? (8:22) 

Get It 
17. How can Samuel’s predicament help us to keep perspective when we are rejected because of our 

stand for Christ? 
* 18. Why did God include the request for a king in the same category with idolatry? 

19. Why was it hard for the Israelites to see the negative side of the Israelites’ request? 
20. In what way was Israel more “free” than other nations before it was ruled by a king? 

* 21. In what way is the desire to be like the people around us more of a hindrance than a help to our 
spiritual lives? 

22. In what way is your life not “like other people” and yet it is good because God has ordained it? 

Apply It 
* 23. Before you make requests of God this week, how could you go about seeking His perspective on 

what is best for you? 
24. How can you resolve to think about the next words of warning you receive from a Christian 

brother or sister? 
 


