
Samuel Subdues the Philistines at Mizpah - 1 Samuel 7:2-17 
 

Topics:  Administration, Atonement, Authority, Change, Correction, Danger, Fasting, Fear, Heart, Idolatry, Leadership, 
Miracles, Mourning, Obedience, Peace, People, Persecution, Persistence, Protection, Remembering, Repentance, 
Restoration, Revenge, Running, Sacrifice, Security, Sin, Spiritual Disciplines, Success, Thankfulness, Victory, War 

Open It 
1. How would it feel to take part in a religious observance and see armed troops bearing down on 

you? 
* 2. What do you suppose would provoke people all over the country suddenly to turn to God? 

3. What sorts of places tend to become national memorials? 

Explore It 
4. Although the ark was again within the borders of Israel, what was the mood of the subdued 

Israelites? (7:2) 
* 5. How did Samuel define “returning to the Lord with all your hearts”? (7:3) 

6. What was God’s promise if Israel would rid itself of idolatry? (7:3) 
7. What characterized the spiritual climate of Israel under the judgeship of Samuel? (7:4) 
8. What was Samuel’s role when he assembled all the people at Mizpah? (7:5) 

* 9. For what purpose had the Israelites assembled at Mizpah when they were attacked? (7:5-6) 
* 10. What were three significant actions taken by the people of Israel in the process of repenting? (7:6) 

11. How did the assembled Israelites feel when they heard that the Philistines were attacking? (7:7) 
12. What was the people’s request of Samuel when they realized they were under attack? (7:8) 
13. What was Samuel doing as the army was approaching? (7:9) 
14. How does the passage characterize God’s response? (7:9) 
15. By what miraculous circumstance was the Philistine army defeated? (7:10) 
16. What was the significance of the stone Samuel set up between Mizpah and Shen? (7:12) 
17. What was Israel’s relationship to the powerful Philistines in the ensuing years? (7:13-14) 
18. What was Samuel’s title and function throughout his lifetime? (7:15) 
19. In what locations did Samuel judge Israel and worship God? (7:16-17) 

Get It 
* 20. Why did Samuel see Israel’s repentance and abandonment of idols as a necessary first step to their 

military deliverance? 
21. How might the story have been told to future generations at the Ebenezer stone? 
22. Why might some people consider the offering of a sacrifice in the path of the enemy army as 

foolish? 
* 23. When the people reacted to the approaching army by asking Samuel to “cry out to the Lord our 

God for us,” how had the stage been set for God’s positive response? 
24. What are some of the concrete ways we can demonstrate that we are returning to the Lord with all 

our hearts? 

Apply It 
* 25. What would be a good first step for you as you seek God’s response to a request that is especially 

important to you? 
26. How could you, figuratively, set up an “Ebenezer” stone? Create a small reminder of a particular 

instance of God’s unmerited favor so that you remember to praise Him for it? 
 


