
The Ark in Ashdod and Ekron - 1 Samuel 5:1-12 
 

Topics:  Enemies, Fear, Giving Up, God, Humiliation, Idolatry, Intimidation, Self-Centeredness, Sickness, Suffering, 
Traditions, Unbelievers 

Open It 
1. What is one artifact or souvenir you have from another country? 
2. Why would a person or group seek to transfer a difficult responsibility to someone else? 

* 3. In what circumstances might a “winner” seek to return the prize he or she has won? 

Explore It 
4. Where did the Philistines place the ark once it was in the city of Ashdod? (5:2) 
5. What did the Philistines find on the first morning after placing the ark in the temple of Dagon? 

(5:3) 
6. What did the Philistines find the second morning, after standing up their idol once already? (5:4) 
7. How did the Philistines’ superstition carry into future generations? (5:5) 

* 8. What misfortune befell the “victorious” Philistines when they took the ark of God into their 
territory? (5:6) 

9. Besides the damage to Dagon, what were the repercussions of the ark’s presence in Ashdod? (5:6) 
* 10. What did the Philistines conclude about the power of the God of Israel over their god, Dagon? 

(5:7) 
* 11. What was the general conclusion regarding what should be done to try to reduce the panic? (5:7) 

12. Where did the people of Ashdod send the ark? (5:8) 
13. What result followed the ark from city to city? (5:9) 
14. What did the people of Gath do with the ark? (5:10) 
15. How did the people of Ekron react to receiving the ark of God? (5:10-11) 
16. Besides the suffering caused by disease, what effect did the presence of the ark have among the 

Philistines? (5:11) 

Get It 
17. What different conclusions might the Philistines have reached when they found Dagon fallen over 

the first morning after the arrival of the ark of God? 
18. How do we feel when cherished symbols of power are revealed to be powerless? 

* 19. What kept the Philistines from enjoying their victory over Israel? 
20. Why might the Philistine rulers have decided to move the ark from one of their cities to another? 
21. How might an Israelite spy have reacted if he had been able to witness the events in Philistia? 

* 22. Ultimately, who is able to defend the reputation of God? 

Apply It 
* 23. Rather than be disheartened when a specific “setback” for the church comes to your attention, 

how could you turn your dismay into a prayer that God would vindicate His own name? 
24. This week, in defending yourself from a difficult person or situation, how can you find a creative 

way to avoid simply passing the trouble on to someone else? 
 


