
Achish Sends David Back to Ziklag - 1 Samuel 29:1-11 
 

Topics:  Citizenship, Confidence, Criticism, Enemies, Insecurity, Leadership, Loyalty, Motives, Obedience, Partnerships, 
Reliability, Reputation, Trust, War 

Open It 
* 1. How strong does ethnic and family loyalty tend to be when one group feels attacked by another? 

Why? 
2. If you were a military commander, what qualities would you look for in an ally? 

Explore It 
3. What forces were gathering for battle? (29:1) 
4. Where did David and his men find themselves as the Philistines lined up against Israel? (29:2) 

* 5. What was the primary basis for the suspicions against David? (29:2-3) 
6. On what basis did Achish defend David’s presence in the fighting force? (29:3) 
7. How did the Philistine commanders feel toward Achish? (29:4) 

* 8. What was the fear of the other commanders about David’s presence at the front? (29:4-5) 
9. How did Achish frame his first request that David return home? (29:6-7) 
10. How did David respond to Achish’s request that he leave the front? (29:8) 

* 11. What was Achish’s final decision about David’s involvement in the battle? (29:9-10) 
12. Where did David and his men go? When? (29:11) 

Get It 
* 13. Why didn’t David’s presence among their troops make sense to the Philistine generals? 

14. What is good or bad about considering a person’s recent behavior above his or her past history 
when evaluating that person’s trustworthiness? 

15. Why might David have objected when he was first asked to leave the Philistine army? 
16. What is good or bad about taking the advice of the many over the few? 

* 17. How is it possible to see God’s providence at work when we are rejected by others? 

Apply It 
* 18. How do you see God’s hand at work in the decisions of the people above you in the chain of 

command? 
19. How can you improve your judgment of the character of other people? 

 


