
David Among the Philistines - 1 Samuel 27:1-12 
 

Topics:  Deceit, Escape, Family, Habits, Hospitality, Husbands, Loyalty, Obligation, Partnerships, Protection, Rejection, 
Relationships, Reliability, Reputation, Success, Trust, War, Wives 

Open It 
* 1. How strong is the bond that comes from having a common enemy? 

2. What sorts of attitudes or behavior in another person inspire you to trust him or her? 

Explore It 
3. Why did David feel it necessary to protect himself from Saul? (27:1) 
4. What plan did David devise to escape from Saul once and for all? (27:1) 

* 5. Where did David and his men settle when they left Israel? (27:2-3) 
6. What was Saul’s response when he heard that David had left the country? (27:4) 
7. What request did David make of Achish, king of Gath? (27:5) 
8. What city was given to David as a gift by Achish? (27:6) 
9. How long did David live in Philistine territory? (27:7) 
10. How did David conduct his raids from Philistine territory? (27:8-9) 
11. With what impression was Achish left concerning David’s raids? (27:10) 

* 12. What was David’s reason for killing all the people wherever he raided? (27:11) 
* 13. What was Achish’s primary reason for trusting David? (27:12) 

Get It 
14. In what different ways did David ingratiate himself with the king of Gath? 

* 15. Why did David want to create the impression in Gath that he was raiding Israelite territory? 
16. If fleeing and hiding cease to be options, how else might you protect yourself from a more 

powerful enemy? 
* 17. What is the place of strategy and cunning in the life of the believer? 

18. To what extent should we avoid appearing to be a traitor? 

Apply It 
* 19. How might you use your God-given intelligence to solve a dilemma facing you this week? 

20. What could you keep in a prominent place to remind yourself that your loyalty to God transcends 
all others? 

 


