
David Spares Saul’s Life - 1 Samuel 24:1-22 
 

Topics:  Authority, Character, Choices, Compassion, Confession, Conscience, Courage, Emotions, Enemies, Escape, 
Evidence, Evil, Grace, Humility, Impulsiveness, Integrity, Judgment, Mercy, Rebellion, Respect, Righteousness, Temptation 

Open It 
1. What does the saying “Actions speak louder than words” mean to you? 

* 2. How does it feel when you find a rival or enemy suddenly and unexpectedly at your mercy? 
3. What is good or bad about a face-to-face meeting between feuding parties? 

Explore It 
4. What activity did Saul resume as soon as the Philistine threat abated? (24:1-2) 
5. How did Saul come to be alone for a short time? (24:3) 

* 6. What did David’s men tell him when they discovered Saul alone in the cave? (24:4) 
* 7. What action did David take while Saul was unaware? (24:5) 

8. Why did David have second thoughts about what he had just done? (24:6) 
9. How did Saul learn that David had just had him at his mercy? (24:8) 
10. What arguments did David give to prove that he was not conspiring against the king? (24:9-11) 
11. In what context did David invoke the name of the Lord? (24:12) 

* 12. For David, what was the authoritative proof that he was not an evil man? (24:13) 
13. Besides judging between him and Saul, what did David ask of God? (24:15) 
14. What emotion overcame Saul when he heard David’s voice? (24:16) 
15. What confession did Saul make regarding his own behavior? (24:17) 
16. Why did Saul ask God to reward David? (24:18-19) 
17. What did Saul admit that he knew about the future? (24:20) 
18. What did Saul ask David to swear he would do when he became king? (24:21) 
19. On what terms did Saul and David part after their meeting in the cave? (24:22) 

Get It 
* 20. How do you think Saul would have behaved toward David if their situations had been reversed? 

21. What was the single most important reason David had for not harming Saul? 
* 22. When does restraint speak more loudly than action? 

23. In what way does God expect us to honor a position even when the person filling it is 
unrighteous? 

24. In what ways might God vindicate someone who does not use force to vindicate himself or 
herself? 

25. Why did David and Saul go their separate ways after Saul learned that his life had been spared? 
26. Why did Saul not make any promises to David after David swore to preserve Saul’s descendants 

when he became king? 

Apply It 
27. How could you prepare yourself not to “finish off” your enemy should you get a chance? 
28. What concrete action could you take to honor someone in authority this week? 

* 29. In what situation might it be wise to let your actions speak rather than your words? 
 


