
Jonathan Eats Honey - 1 Samuel 14:24-52 
 

Topics:  Accountability, Answers, Authority, Consequences, Criticism, Discernment, Discipline, Disobedience, Enemies, 
Example, Fairness, Fasting, Fear, Follow-Through, Foolishness, Frustration, Guilt, Ignorance, Impulsiveness, Injustice, 
Intimidation, Judgment, Justice, Leadership, Mercy, Parents, Power, Pride, Punishment, Rules, Self-Righteousness, Silence, 
Sin, Unfairness, Vows, Words 

Open It 
1. What instance do you know about in which one person was embarrassed because he or she didn’t 

know something that everyone else knew? 
* 2. To what extent do you think penalties should be more lenient for people who break a law 

unintentionally? 

Explore It 
3. What decision of Saul was causing distress for his troops? (14:24) 
4. What temptation was placed before Saul’s army? (14:25-26) 
5. What action did Jonathan take that the others wanted to but were afraid to do? (14:27) 

* 6. Why did Jonathan eat some of the honey he found on the ground? (14:27) 
7. What was the immediate result when Jonathan ate the honey? (14:27) 

* 8. What piece of information did Jonathan learn after he had already eaten the honey? (14:28) 
9. What was Jonathan’s assessment of Saul’s vow? (14:29-30) 
10. How did the exhausted army behave at the end of the day? (14:31-33) 
11. What remedy did Saul offer when he saw the sin of the troops? (14:33-34) 
12. What did Saul do for the first time after the troops had already begun to eat? (14:35) 
13. Before the troops left to do battle again, what did the priest propose to do? (14:36) 
14. How did Saul know that a sin had been committed by someone in Israel? (14:37-38) 

* 15. What new oath did Saul swear, assuming that he and his family were innocent? (14:39) 
16. What was Jonathan’s response when confronted with his guilt? (14:43) 
17. What was Saul prepared to do when he found out about Jonathan’s mistake? (14:44) 
18. Who intervened on behalf of Jonathan? (14:45) 
19. Why did the people consider it unjust to put Jonathan to death? (14:45) 
20. What reputation did Saul gain as a warrior king? (14:47) 

Get It 
* 21. Why is a vow not something to be taken lightly? 

22. How did Saul’s original vow hurt his military progress? 
* 23. How did Saul’s vow lead to the sin of the people at the end of the day? 

24. Why was the priest unable to get a word of direction from the Lord? 
25. Why were the troops afraid to tell Saul who had sinned? 
26. When is it good to break a promise? 
27. When is it important to keep a promise, no matter what? 
28. If you had to choose between keeping a bad promise and going back on your word, which route 

would you take? Why? 

Apply It 
29. What difficult decisions facing your church or governmental leaders can you commit to prayer 

this week? 
* 30. In what tangible way can you remind yourself to assess the possible consequences before you 

promise anything? 
 


