
Samuel’s Farewell Speech - 1 Samuel 12:1-25 
 

Topics:  Accountability, Awe, Backslide, Challenge, Character, Choices, Conscience, Consequences, Covenant, 
Faithfulness, Fear, Forget, Forsake, Guilt, Help, Heroes, History, Idolatry, Obedience, Prayer, Punishment, Rebellion, 
Repentance, Reputation, Restoration, Righteousness, Sin, Vows 

Open It 
1. What politician or leader can you think of who can back up his or her claims of a clear 

conscience? 
* 2. What sort of events are the most likely to inspire awe toward God? 

Explore It 
3. What was Samuel’s age and stage of life when he made his farewell speech? (12:2) 
4. What were some of the common corruptions of power in the days of ancient Israel? (12:3) 
5. How did the Israelites judge Samuel’s honesty and integrity? (12:4) 

* 6. What pattern was repeated over and over in the history of God’s dealings with Israel? (12:6-12) 
7. For what sin did God punish Israel by defeat at the hands of the Philistines and Moabites? (12:10) 
8. What instruments did God use to deliver Israel when they cried out to Him? (12:11) 

* 9. What was the most recent sin of which Samuel accused Israel? (12:12) 
10. Why did Samuel feel that Israel didn’t need a king? (12:12) 

* 11. What two conditions would Israel have to fulfill in order to keep God’s blessing? (12:14) 
12. What sign did Samuel perform to convince the people that they had displeased God? (12:16-17) 
13. How did the people respond to the sign provided by Samuel and God? (12:18-19) 
14. According to Samuel, why are idols “useless”? (12:21) 
15. Why would God not reject Israel despite their unfaithfulness? (12:22) 
16. Why did Samuel agree to pray for the people again? (12:23) 
17. What two things did Samuel ask the Israelites to do in order to avoid God’s wrath? (12:24) 
18. According to Samuel, what would be the consequence if Israel continued to do evil? (12:25) 

Get It 
19. Why is it important to establish personal integrity before becoming a critic of others? 

* 20. What is the meaning of the expression, Israel “forgot the Lord their God”? 
21. Why would rain at harvest time inspire awe of God and His prophet? 

* 22. What is it about calamity that causes people to reassess their attitudes and deeds? 
23. In what way was Israel’s call to follow God made more difficult by the installation of a king? 
24. How is the living God set apart from useless idols? 

Apply It 
25. How might you present your requests to God so that you invite His best in your life? 

* 26. What is one personal story of God’s deliverance that could remind you to “fear the Lord and serve 
him faithfully with all your heart” this week? 

 


