
Golden Calves at Bethel and Dan - 1 Kings 12:25-33 
 

Topics:  Advice, Celebration, Choices, Fear, Idolatry, Laziness, Loyalty, Murder, Sacrifice, Self-Centeredness, Sin, Worship 

Open It 
* 1. To what extent do you think people can be motivated by fear? 

2. What are the pros and cons of finding a more convenient way of doing things? 

Explore It 
3. Where did Jeroboam consolidate his power as king of Israel? (12:25) 

* 4. Why did Jeroboam see traditional religious practices as a threat to his power and an advantage for 
Rehoboam? (12:26-27) 

5. What prompted Jeroboam to make two golden calves? (12:28) 
* 6. To what human vice did Jeroboam appeal in offering Israel alternate sites for worship? (12:28) 
* 7. What became of the moral and spiritual climate of Israel when worship was instituted at Bethel 

and Dan? (12:29-30) 
8. Where did Jeroboam build shrines? (12:31) 
9. Who were the priests who served at Jeroboam’s command? (12:31) 
10. What practice of Judah did Jeroboam imitate by creating a new festival? (12:32-33) 
11. What role did Jeroboam play in the worship at the festival? (12:33) 

Get It 
12. What motivated Jeroboam to depart from the historical laws and practices of Israel? 

* 13. Why was Jeroboam afraid of Israel’s traditional religious practices? 
* 14. What was particularly heinous about the worship alternatives Jeroboam gave the people of Israel? 

15. What was the quality of Jeroboam’s advisors? 
16. Why should our own desires and convenience never dictate the terms of our worship of God? 
17. What is likely to happen if we hold too tightly to the things we now possess? 

Apply It 
18. How can you be sure that you are not changing the nature of your worship to suit your own needs 

and wants? 
* 19. What fear can you leave before the throne of God before it motivates you to take inappropriate 

action? 
 


